SUMMARY Wheat-germ agglutination (WGA) was used to identify 168 strains of Neisseria gonorrhoeae and 105 strains of other Neisseria species in a routine laboratory. About one-third of the meningococci reacted with the lectin and titres with some organisms varied on repeat testing. The technique is regarded as unreliable for the identification of Neisseria species.
Introduction
The differentiation of Neisseria meningitidis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae has traditionally been achieved by biochemical methods and this is still the method advocated by standard textbooks.' 2 Because of the exacting nutritional requirements of the gonococcus many attempts to improve the basal medium for carbohydrate studies3-5 The lectin method of Schaefer et al8 offered a cheaper solution to the problem. At a concentration of 62 mg/ml they found that wheat-germ lectin agglutinated over 99% of the 165 gonococcal strains tested, whereas only one strain of N meningitidis out of 24 was agglutinated. In their study only one nongroupable strain of N meningitidis was tested. In our study 16 out of 17 non-groupable strains gave a positive reaction on at least one occasion.
Our findings support those of Frasch, " who found that 50%7o of non-groupable meningococci agglutinated with WGA at 62 .g/ml. Our practice of testing against dilutions of WGA from 500 jg/ml to 2 Ag/ml, instead of against a single concentration, showed some minimally reactive strains of both gonococci and meningococci which on repeat testing agglutinated at 62 pg/ml or less. These 
